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The  Spirit  of  Columbia 

An  Address  Delivered  to  the  Students 
of  the  Seminary  by  the  President 

The  supreme  test  of  any  institution  is  always  the  fruit 
it  produces.  That  is  the  kind  of  men  it  sends  forth  to 
serve  God's  world  and  God's  Kingdom.  When  God  would 
make  a  real  minister,  He  must  first  of  all  make  a  real 
man ;  for  a  minister  who  is  not  a  man  has  no  name  in 
any  human  vocabulary  which  will  really  describe  him. 
If  the  Seminary  gets  a  student  who  is  not  a  man,  it  may 
turn  him  out  as  a  learned  simpleton  or  a  pious  fool,  but 
by  no  process  of  theological  legerdemain  can  it  convert 
him  a  real  minister  of  God.  We  welcome  the  old  students 
because  we  know  they  are  men,  and  we  welcome  the  new 
students  because  we  believe  they  will  prove  men.  As 
such,  we  expect  of  you  hard  and  honest  work.  In  the 
first  place,  the  traditions  of  this  Seminary  call  for  honest 
application  and  genuine  study.  All  institutions  are  in 
debt  to  their  own  past  and  in  every  living  today  they 
incorporate  the  record  from  which  they  cannot  be  dis- 
severed. 

No  theological  Seminary  in  our  Church  has  larger 
wealth  than  have  we  in  a  record  starred  with  splendid 
names.  First  and  foremost  comes  that  matchless  leader, 
who  deserves  more  than  any  other  to  be  called  the  father 
and  founder  of  our  Church,  whose  genius  and  theology  is 
wrought  into  its  structure  and  life,  and  whose  most  signal 
service  was  rendered  while  professor  of  theology  in  our 
Seminary,  James  Henley  Thornwell.  Then  comes  those 
two  great  preachers,  and  teachers  and  theologians,  both 
graduates  and  both  professors  in  this  school  and  who 
would  be  universally  named  everywhere  as  amongst  the 
very  first  of  our  Church's  pulpiteers,  Girardeau  and 
Palmer;  and  both  of  them  far  more  than  preachers — 
theologians,  ecclesiastics,  teachers,  authors  of  the  highest 
rank.     And  then,  if  we  are  hunting  for  the  leading  names 


in  the  field  of  Foreign  Missions  in  our  Church,  there  could 
be  no  hesitation  in  selecting  J.  Leighton  Wilson,  for 
twenty  years  missionary  in  Africa,  for  years  Secretary 
of  Missions  of  the  Undivided  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
first  Secretary  and  statesmanlike  guide  of  Missions  in 
our  own  Church,  who  gave  himself  to  the  cause  of  mis- 
sions while  a  student  in  our  Seminary  and  who  made  the 
memorable  reply  to  some  zealous  friends  who  sought  to 
dissuade  him  from  wasting  his  brilliant  gifts  by  devot- 
ing himself  to  the  savages  of  Africa  in  that  cruel  and 
unhealthy  climate,  prophesying  that  his  life  would  soon 
be  cut  short  and  a  career  which  ought  to  be  splendid 
would  soon  go  out  in  eclipse,  he  made  the  reply  which 
would  be  a  good  motto  for  the  Society  of  Missionary 
Inquiry  which  he  founded  in  this  Seminary,  "He  lives 
the  longest  whose  life  best  answers  life's  great  ends." 
Nor  can  we  forget  the  names  of  those  masterful  teachers 
and  ecclesiastics  who  after  Thornwell  did  most  to  shape 
our  polity  and  spirit,  and  whose  hands  wrote  much  of 
our  Form  of  Government  and  Rules  of  Discipline  and 
Directory  of  Worship,  Dr.  James  Woodrow  and  Dr.  John 
B.  Adger;  nor  should  we  ever  fail  to  mention  that 
Israelite  in  whom  there  was  no  guile,  wise  yet  gentle, 
learned  yet  patient,  Dr.  George  Howe,  who  for  fifty  years 
taught  Hebrew  and  Greek  in  this  institution,  a  record, 
which  so  far  as  I  know,  is  without  any  parallel  in  the 
American  Church.  Nor  is  the  roster  yet  ended  of  these 
noble  leaders  of  thought  and  action  whom  God  gave  to 
our  Seminary,  nor  shall  I  even  begin  to  mention  any 
amongst  its  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  students  who  have 
served  and  are  still  serving  our  Church  in  every  Synod 
and  on  every  mission  field.  I  have  glanced  for  just  one 
moment  at  our  untold  heritage  of  wealth  in  our  devoted 
sons  and  illustrious  alumni  to  emphasize  the  point  that 
the  traditions  of  this  place  call  for  genuine  study  and 
honest  work.  No  institution  in  the  Church  can  duplicate 
our  list  with  an  equal  list  who  have  in  the  same  degree 
made  the  history  of  our  Church.  Thornwell,  Girardeau, 
Palmer,  Wilson,  Howe,  Woodrow  and  Adger  are  a  constel- 
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lation  whose  combined  brilliancy  has  no  peer  in  any  sister 
galaxy.  The  student  who  can  be  listless,  inattentive, 
and  stupid  in  the  classroom  where  these  men  have 
wrought  will  find  that  the  very  bricks  in  these  walls  will 
cry  out  against  him,  and  the  "Stars  in  their  courses  will 
fight  against"  him. 

In  the  second  place  the  privileges  offered  by  this  insti- 
tution demand  honest  work  of  its  students.  The  purpose 
of  the  Faculty  and  the  Board  of  Directors,  young  gentle- 
men, is  to  provide  you  with  the  most  complete  and  thor- 
ough curriculum  of  theological  study,  scholarly,  progres- 
sive, practical,  up-to-date,  to  be  found  anywhere.  If  a 
prepared  student  need  anything  in  addition  to  what  we 
offer  to  fit  him  for  an  efficient  ministry,  then  we  propose 
to  add  that  thing  as  soon  as  we  find  out  what  it  is.  Mean- 
time, our  courses  invite  your  best  efforts.  Here  are  the 
classes  in  the  Old  Testament,  Literature  and  Exegesis, 
and  if  you  wish  to  master  that  most  important  field,  Dr. 
McPheeters  will  give  you  all  that  you  are  able  to  do. 
Here  is  the  work  in  the  New  Testament  Exegesis,  which 
is  of  transcendant  value,  and  Dr.  White  is  prepared  to 
outline  for  you  a  sufficient  amount  of  enriching  study 
to  satisfy  even  the  most  exacting  student.  Then  Church 
History,  without  which  no  man  can  understand  the  move- 
ments of  his  own  day  as  the  outgrowth  of  nineteen  cen- 
turies of  development,  offers  you  a  matchless  field  in 
which  to  expatiate,  and  our  Dr.  Reed  will  conduct  you 
upon  excursions  just  as  far  and  wide  as  your  capacities 
of  intellectual  travel  will  enable  you  to  go.  And  the 
queen  of  all  the  sciences,  Systematic  Theology,  will  fur- 
nish each  one  of  you  fertile  territory  in  which  you  must 
dig  much,  and  where  you  can  dig  all  the  time  to  your 
great  profiting.  And  the  English  Bible,  the  people's 
Bible  which  the  minister  ought  to  have  in  such  mental 
and  spiritual  solution  that  it  will  soak  out  of  his  finger 
tips,  so  that  every  time  and  every  way  in  which  he 
utters  himself,  he  utters  himself  biblically.  Dr.  Reavis 
is  ready  to  explore  its  riches  with  you  as  his  com- 
panion, and  the  field  here  is  inexhaustible.     Of  course 


he  may  exhaust  you,  but  you  cannot  exhaust  his  field  nor 
can  you  exhaust  him.  Then  missions  which  ought  to 
be  central  in  every  Theological  Seminary,  since  we  have 
a  missionary  God  and  a  missionary  Bible  and  a  mission- 
ary Saviour  and  a  missionary  Church  and  a  missionary 
Gospel,  everything  in  the  Seminary  curriculum  ought  to 
have  the  missionary  flavor  and  to  be  studied  from  the 
missionary  standpoint,  and  Dr.  Reavis  in  his  course  will 
give  you  plenty  of  exercise  in  catching  the  missionary 
vision  as  you  ought  to  see  it.  Then  Pedagogy  and  Sun- 
day School  Organization  comes  to  the  fore,  for  the 
preacher  today  who  does  not  know  how  to  teach  and  how 
to  teach  others  to  teach  and  to  organize  a  school  is  an 
outworn  fossil,  is  an  animated  anachronism,  and  our  Dr. 
Wardlaw,  who  belongs  to  the  Columbia  Seminary  as  well 
as  to  the  University  of  South  Carolina,  can  do  the  job 
for  you  that  you  need  to  have  done. 

Now  it  is  evident  that  an  idler  and  "a  cumberer  of  the 
ground"  has  no  place  in  this  busy  hive  of  mental  and 
spiritual  activity.  The  first  duty  of  a  student  of  course 
is  to  give  adequate  time  and  effort  to  the  studies  and  work 
of  this  institution,  but  the  life  and  activities  of  the  city 
are  not  to  be  neglected.  I  was  reading  only  last  night 
Dr.  Joseph  LeConte's  autobiography,  written  near  the 
close  of  his  life  and  after  residing  in  many  different  parts 
of  the  country,  "that  the  most  cultivated  society  he  had 
ever  met  was  that  found  in  the  city  of  Columbia."  This 
city  with  its  institutions  may  well  be  studied  by  every 
one  of  you,  its  churches,  schools,  factories,  railroads,  the 
slum  districts,  the  capitol,  penitentiary,  lunatic  asylum, 
the  mill  villages,  the  female  colleges  (one  of  which  is  situ- 
ated right  across  the  street  from  us,  to  whose  exceeding 
beauty  of  course  we  serve  as  a  brilliant  foil),  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  so  complete  in  all  its 
appointments  and  of  whose  gymnasium  I  hope  numbers 
of  you  will  make  use,  and  the  University  of  South  Caro- 
lina with  its  splendid  history,  and  its  broad  and  progres- 
sive curriculum  of  today.  The  plan  worked  out  by  the 
Columbia  University  of  N.  Y.  and  the  Union  Theological 
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Seminary  of  N.  Y.  and  by  the  University  of  Texas  and 
our  own  Austin  Seminary,  by  which  some  studies  on 
either  count  for  degrees  in  the  other,  I  am  glad  to  say 
is  repeated  here  between  our  State  University  and  the 
Columbia  Seminary. 

Meantime,  the  arduous  and  intelligent  student  will  find 
in  our  Seminary  curriculum  and  in  our  city  with  its  insti- 
tution's scope  for  the  exercise  of  all  his  powers,  and 
reasons  for  as  hard  and  diligent  work  as  he  may  be 
capable  of  doing. 

In  the  third  place,  the  preparation  for  your  life  work 
which  you  are  here  making  summons  you  "to  gird  up  the 
loins  of  your  mind"  and  "to  do  with  your  might  what 
your  hands  find  to  do."  You  are  laying  the  foundation 
of  your  biblical  and  theological  learning  upon  which  the 
superstructure  of  all  your  subsequent  acquisitions  must 
be  built  and  there  ought  to  be  no  slipshod  or  haphazard 
work  in  the  building  of  these  foundations.  A  preacher 
without  foundations  is  no  better  off  than  a  house  built 
upon  the  sand  and  the  record  will  be  repeated  that  the 
wind  arose  and  the  storm  blew  and  there  was  a  great  fall. 
"I  saw  Lucifer  fall  like  lightning  from  heaven"  and  I 
have  seen  more  than  one  preacher  topple  out  of  his  pulpit 
because  he  had  nothing  solid  on  which  to  stand.  Dr. 
Mcllwain,  one  of  our  college  presidents,  used  to  have  a 
delightfully  absurb  little  speech  which  he  made  every 
now  and  then  on  "Standing  on  Nothing;"  but  I  tell  you 
it  is  a  dangerous  thing  for  a  preacher  to  try,  that  is  really 
to  know  nothing  of  God's  Word  and  God's  Truth  worth 
speaking  of.  There  is  a  great  difference  between  preach- 
ers in  this  respect.  Some  remind  you  of  the  ancient  ques- 
tion of  the  scholastic  "how  many  angels  can  stand  on  the 
point  of  a  needle ;"  others  of  Simeon  Stylites  poised  upon 
the  top  of  a  column,  while  others  have  an  ample  and  sub- 
stantial platform  on  which  they  can  freely  move.  If  you 
want  a  solid  and  enduring  theological  platform  on  which 
to  stand,  you  have  got  to  build  it  for  yourself.  The 
Westminster  symbols  are  good;  none  better;  but  if  you 
take  them  at  secondhand  and  try  to  build  on  them,  you 


might  as  well  try  to  stand  on  imaginary  piers  in  the 
midst  of  midheaven.  Your  professor's  views  are  good ; 
but  if  you  hold  them,  you  must  reach  them  as  the  profes- 
sor did  as  the  result  of  honest  and  independent  work. 
Nobody  can  lay  any  foundations  for  you;  you  must  lay 
them  for  yourself  or  they  will  be  unlaid  world  without 
end  so  far  as  you  are  concerned.  To  lay  such  foundations 
require  honest  and  protracted  effort,  demands  the  very 
best  work  of  which  you  are  capable.  But  you  are  not 
only  to  prepare  a  platform,  but  you  are  also  to  prepare 
a  man.  This  is  the  hardest  part  of  your  task.  You  will 
have  more  trouble  with  yourself  than  you  can  ever  have 
with  theology.  To  be  a  preacher  means  far  more  than  to 
have  a  system  of  theology  to  hand  out,  just  as  to  preach 
means  far  more  than  to  have  a  sermon  ready  for  delivery. 
It  means  for  one  thing  in  addition  to  be  a  seasoned,  ripe, 
spiritual  man  through  whose  personality  there  streams 
the  truth  he  proclaims.  The  only  truth  you  can  get  into 
any  sermon  with  saving  force  is  the  truth  which  has  first 
been  in  you  with  saving  effect.  In  the  last  analysis  the 
difference  between  preachers  is  a  difference  in  person- 
ality; the  truth  is  the  same;  God's  relation  to  it  is  the 
same ;  but  in  the  one  case,  you  have  a  prepared  man  who 
like  transparent  glass  lets  the  light  shine  through  him, 
in  the  other,  man  is  spiritually  dull  indeed  and  like  an 
opaque  body  transmits  no  light.  There  is  no  formula 
which  tells  you  how  to  prepare  the  man,  whom  we  hope 
that  you  are,  to  preach,  but  I  venture  to  give  one  rule 
derived  from  one  of  my  own  honored  and  gifted  teachers, 
Dr.  W.  G.  T.  Thedd,  "Let  all  your  studies  be  for  personal 
profit."  Whether  Exegesis  or  History  or  Bible  or  Mis- 
sions of  Pedagogy  or  Theology,  let  the  question  be,  "what 
is  there  here  for  my  own  devotional  use,  for  my  own  per- 
sonal, spiritual  profit?"  Learn  the  art  of  transmitting 
truth  into  character,  of  making  every  study  tributary  to 
your  own  spiritual  enrichment,  and  you  cannot  help 
becoming  a  preacher.  A  man  prepared  to  preach  by 
knowing  the  truth  and  by  incorporating  the  truth  into 
his  character  will  be  a  powerful  preacher  and  will  have 
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hearers  too  to  listen   to  the  sermons   which  he   really 
preaches  and  not  simply  utters  with  his  lips. 

Old  Dr.  Gessner  Harrison,  for  many  years  professor 
of  Greek,  used  to  have  a  saying  which  told  the  secret  of 
his  life  and  success,  "Fear  God  and  work,"  and,  young 
brethren,  if  you  are  to  "be  good  soldiers  of  Jesus  Christ," 
if  you  are  to  prepare  to  "be  able  ministers  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament," there  is  just  one  way,  hard  sometimes  at  the 
beginning,  but  ever  pleasanter  as  you  move  on;  it  is  the 
way  marked  out  by  the  veteran  teacher's  words,  "Fear 
God  and  work." 


Interesting  Lectures  at  the 
Columbia  Seminary  in  the 
Year  1915-1916 

In  addition  to  the  Smyth  Lectures  by  Mr.  J.  Campbell 
White,  there  have  been  arranged  for  a  very  valuable  and 
interesting  series  of  addresses,  centering  around  the  gen- 
eral topic  of  "The  Country  Church." 

The  next  General  Assembly  meeting  at  Orlando,  by 
appointment  of  the  preceding  Assembly  at  Newport 
News,  is  to  make  the  country  church  the  subject  of 
special  consideration  during  its  session,  and  the  Seminary 
at  Columbia,  following  this  particular  line  somewhat,  is 
to  have  a  treatment  of  this  and  cognate  themes  by  lead- 
ing experts  who  are  supposed  to  be  able  to  enlighten  the 
minds  of  professors  and  students.  The  Rev.  Wm.  H. 
Mills  will  deliver  five  lectures  upon  the  subject  of  the 
"Country  Church,  Its  Problems  and  Their  Solutions." 
The  Rev.  Hugh  R.  Murchison,  D.  D.,  will  speak  on  the 
"View  Point  of  the  Illiterate  White  Man  of  the  South," 
both  historically  and  philosophically.  Hon.  E.  J.  Watson, 
Commissioner  of  Agriculture  of  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, will  deliver  a  special  address  upon  the  subject  of 
"Economic  Situation  in  the  South  as  Affecting  the  Reli- 
gious Interest  of  Our  People."  Mr.  Albert  Sidney  John- 
stone, Secretary  of  the  South  Carolina  Board  of  Charities 
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and  Corrections,  upon  the  subject  of  the  "Dependent 
Delinquent  and  Defective  Classes  as  Related  to  the  Work 
of  the  Church."  And  the  Rev.  Homer  McMillan,  D.  D., 
Secretary  of  Home  Missions,  will  speak  upon  the  general 
subject  of  the  "Rural  Church  in  the  Entire  South"  as 
one  of  the  outstanding  problems  of  the  whole  Church 
today.  Dr.  W.  S.  Currell,  President  of  the  University 
of  South  Carolina,  is  to  deliver  one  or  more  lectures  upon 
the  general  subject  of  "Literature  and  Light."  Added 
to  these  lectures,  the  Faculty  will  speak  upon  current 
themes  of  Church  interest  on  certain  Friday  evenings  of 
each  month.  And  in  this  way  we  shall  have  a  discussion 
of  the  chief  issue  that  will  confront  the  students  of  the 
Seminary  when  they  enter  into  the  active  ministry,  so 
as  they  could  be  prepared  to  meet  them.  It  is  believed 
that  no  more  interesting  series  of  lectures  will  be  pre- 
sented anywhere  else  in  the  Church  than  those  at  Colum- 
bia during  the  current  year. 


Help  for  Students 


Columbia  Seminary  has  opened  with  more  students 
than  it  has  had  for  a  long  term  of  years,  and  this,  of 
course,  will  call  for  extra  aid  in  various  ways.  First, 
from  the  pastors  in  inducing  their  churches  to  place  the 
Seminary  upon  its  budget.  If  this  is  done  by  fifteen  or 
twenty  of  the  churches  in  each  one  of  the  four  Synods,  the 
increase  in  resources  would  mean  that  the  Seminary  will 
be  able  to  provide  for  the  support  of  quite  a  number  of 
students  who  otherwise  could  not  enter  the  Gospel  Min- 
istry. Secondly,  benevolent  individuals  in  the  various 
parts  of  the  Seminary's  constituency  in  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Florida,  would  naturally  have  the 
opportunity  presented  to  them  from  time  to  time  to  aid 
in  this  most  important  interest.  We  believe  that  there 
could  be  no  appeal  which  would  prove  more  impressive  to 
the  wise  and  instructed  members  of  our  Church  than  to 
aid  in  preparing  promising  and  worthy  young  men  for 
the  work  of  the   Gospel   Ministry.     Third,   the   Ladies' 
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Missionary  Society  in  the  various  churches,  of  course, 
will  be  appealed  to  and  will  help  as  they  have  done 
in  the  past.  We  hope,  however,  that  in  larger  meas- 
ure than  in  preceding  years,  they  will  contribute  to 
this  important  cause  as  the  needs  are  greater  than 
they  ever  have  been.  There  is  no  more  single  proof 
of  the  favor  of  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  upon  our 
four  Synods  than  in  the  increase  of  the  number  of  candi- 
dates, and  the  large  increase  in  the  number  of  students 
at  the  Theological  Seminary  which  chiefly  furnishes  these 
Synods  with  its  ministers.  And  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  pastors,  Church  officers,  and  people,  will  respond  to 
the  appeal  that  is  made  to  them,  especially  if  the  pastors 
of  the  churches  endorse  it  and  have  it  made  effective  in 
a  practical  way. 

The  Joseph  R.   Wilson 
Memorial  Library  at  the 
Columbia  Seminary 

The  following  extract  from  the  editorial  columns  of 
The  Presbyterian  of  the  South  will  be  of  interest  to  our 
readers  and  shows  the  estimate  that  is  passed  in  the 
Church  at  large  upon  the  proposal  to  erect  this  memorial 
library. 

We  trust  that  there  will  be  a  large  number  of  our  people 
who  will  be  glad  to  contribute  as  they  are  able,  to  this 
most  interesting  and  attractive  proposition. 

(From  The  Presbyterian  of  the  South  of  Sept.  8,  1915.) 

"A  Memorial  Library  in  honor  of  Rev.  Jos.  R.  Wilson, 
D.  D.,  at  Columbia  Seminary  is  a  proposal  that  ought  to 
meet  the  hearty  approval  of  all  loyal  Presbyterians,  and 
the  movement  should  receive  their  liberal  support.  The 
means  for  erecting  this  building  should  be  provided  for 
at  once.  It  is  needed  to  protect  the  magnificent  library 
owned  by  the  Seminary  from  the  danger  of  destruction 
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by  fire.  It  ought  to  be  done  to  show  honor  to  and  per- 
petuate the  memory  of  the  great  man  whose  name  it  will 
bear,  and  who  did  so  much  for  the  Seminary  and  for  the 
Church.  Another  reason  why  it  should  be  done,  and  done 
at  once,  is  that  in  this  way  the  esteem  and  affection  of 
the  American  people  may  be  shown  to  this  great  man's 
greater  son,  Woodrow  Wilson,  the  greatest  president  this 
country  has  ever  had." 

The  New  Professor 

The  Board  of  Directors  at  its  meeting  at  the  Seminary, 
just  held,  elected  the  Rev.  Edgar  D.  Kerr,  of  Newberry, 
S.  C,  as  instructor  in  Christian  Ethics  and  Apologetics 
for  the  current  year,  pending  the  establishment  by  the 
Synods  of  the  chair  of  Christian  Ethics  and  Apologetics. 
The  Board  thought  it  unwise  to  call  Mr.  Kerr  to  this  work 
for  a  longer  period,  but  doubtless  he  will  be  a  success  in 
the  work,  and  upon  the  establishment  of  the  Chair  by 
the  Synods,  the  Board  will  call  him  permanently  to  the 
work  at  its  meeting  next  May.  Mr.  Kerr  starts  his  work 
with  the  Seminary  with  prospects  of  extending  his  useful 
and  influential  service.  He  is  well  equipped,  having 
attended  the  best  schools  in  our  country,  his  skill  and 
capacity  already  known,  he  comes  to  this  professorial 
service  with  a  promise  of  wide  usefulness  and  great  hope 
that  he  will  develop  into  a  very  strong  and  effective 
teacher. 

Inauguration  of  Dr.  Reavis 

The  Rev.  Dr.  James  Overton  Reavis  was  inaugurated 
Professor  of  English  Bible,  classes  in  Theology  and  Hom- 
iletics,  on  Wednesday  evening  at  8 :30,  at  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  was  the  honored  and 
beloved  pastor  for  a  term  of  years  before  entering  the 
Seminary  service. 

The  meeting  was  presided  over  by  Dr.  W.  J.  McKay, 
president  of  the  Board,  who  made  an  address  explaining 
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the  nature  of  the  service  and  the  work  to  which  Dr. 
Reavis  had  been  called,  followed  by  an  inaugural  dis- 
course by  the  new  professor,  which  was  a  very  able  and 
impressive  discussion  of  the  "Function  of  the  Word  of 
God"  in  the  life  of  the  Christian  and  the  Church.  Dr. 
Reavis  gave  a  strong  and  striking  exposition  of  the  cen- 
tral place  of  God's  Word  in  the  whole  life  of  the  Saint 
and  of  the  Kingdom  of  God.  The  charge  to  the  new  pro- 
fessor was  delivered  by  the  President  of  the  Seminary. 
The  whole  occasion  was  impressive  and  interesting. 

The  new  professor  has  already  proved  a  success  by  the 
work  of  preceding  years.  He  starts  upon  his  service  for 
the  Seminary  and  for  the  Church  with  the  certain  promise 
of  success  and  usefulness  in  a  large  measure. 

The  Opening  of  the  Columbia 
Theological  Seminary 

The  Theological  Seminary  began  its  session  with  an 
address  by  Dr.  Henry  Alexander  White  in  the  Chapel  on 
Wednesday,  September  22,  at  5  p.  m.  The  subject  of  the 
address  was  "The  Sowing  of  the  Seed,"  an  admirable  dis- 
cussion of  the  function  of  the  minister  as  expounder  of 
the  Word  and  the  truth  of  God. 

After  the  address,  the  matriculation  of  students  took 
place  and  the  total  number  of  students  upon  the  grounds, 
the  old  students  and  the  new,  was  forty -two;  the  largest 
opening  that  the  institution  has  had  for  many  years. 
Other  students  who  are  known  to  be  fully  determined  to 
come  will  run  the  number  up  to  fifty  or  more. 

The  Board  of  Directors,  who  were  in  session  during 
the  days  of  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  formed  plans  for 
the  expansion  of  the  Seminary  on  quite  a  number  of  dif- 
ferent lines  which  will  be  more  fully  disclosed  in  the 
progress  of  the  year. 

The  increased  number  of  students,  of  course,  call  for 
larger  resources,  especially  for  student  support.  The 
fund  for  that  amount  is  entirely   inadequate,   and  the 
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Church  sessions,  benevolent  individuals,  and  Ladies'  Aid 
Societies,  will  be  called  on  to  aid  in  this  most  important 
work.  Especially  the  pastors  will  be  requested  to  do  all 
that  is  in  their  power  to  bring  the  needs  of  the  Seminary 
and  the  students  before  their  people  in  a  wise  and  proper 
way. 

There  is  no  more  striking  fact  in  the  history  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  South  in  recent  years  than 
the  rapid  growth  of  Columbia  and  of  its  rapid  recovery 
of  its  hold  upon  its  constituency  and  the  deep  interest  in 
it  of  our  people  in  the  four  States  of  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Florida,  and  Alabama  in  its  work.  The  Presi- 
dent and  the  Faculty  feel  grateful  to  the  Great  Head  of 
the  Church  for  His  favor,  and  to  His  people  for  their 
cordial  co-operation  already  enjoyed  in  a  considerable 
measure  and  to  be  enjoyed  in  larger  fruitage  during  the 
coming  years. 
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